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MESSAGE FROM THE FRIENDS

ear Friends,

What a wonderful year it has been! As we reflect on 2025, we’re delighted to share the
many ways our community has come together to celebrate learning, creativity, and connection at
the Atherton Library.

Wishing our friends a lovely
Holiday season,
Friends of the Atherton Library

SPEAKER SERIES HIGHLIGHTS

Our 2025 Speaker Series brought fascinating voices and perspectives to our community throughout
the year:

February: Russ Bertetta and Rodney Paul took us on a colorful journey through “Flower Power and
Ink,” exploring the Big Five psychedelic poster revolution.

March: Tree specialist Jeff Newman and avid gardener Rick DeGolia shared their expert gardenlng
tips with fellow plant enthusiasts. I

April: Jim Caldwell returned to lead an enlightening
exploration of Mary Cassatt’s career as an American
Impressionist painter.

May: Renowned photographer Robert Buelteman captivated
audiences with stories of capturing the Crystal Springs
Watershed in the Ilate 80s, discussing his acclaimed
monograph “The Unseen Peninsula.”

June: Local author Janelle Brown, an Atherton and Woodside
native, shared insights about her latest novel *“What Kind of Mary Cassatt, Self Portrait; on the right:
Paradise” in an engaging author talk. Christine David, Jim Caldwell and Lubna Khan

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Our community gatherings brought neighbors of all ages together throughout the year! In June, we
held our beloved Ice Cream Social & Free Book Exchange, where the community enjoyed sweet
treats and discovered great reads. It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces!

By the time you're reading this, we’ve already participated in the Halloween Spooktacular on
October 30th at the town center, hosted by the Atherton Police Department, Town of Atherton, and
Library.

Looking ahead to the holiday season, please join us for our Holiday Tree Lighting and Cookie
Decorating event on December 11th from 5-7pm at the town center. Santa, his elves, and a
beautiful holiday tree await!



Ice Cream Social and Free Book Exchange

2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane,
Atherton, California 94.027
athertonlibraryfriends.org

In 2025, Atherton Library brought San Mateo County Libraries’
new Strategic Plan to life through impactful community programs
focused on connection, curiosity, and outreach. Highlights
included Earth Day with the Town of Atherton, a new partnership
with Adelante Selby School, and the most successful My
Summer Adventure yet, distributing 2,745 books. The Library
also engaged the Atherton community at National Night Out
with crafts and live screenprinting and hosted a special talk with

bestselling author Janelle Brown, who was raised in Atherton.

These events, supported by the Friends of Atherton Library, emphasized literacy, creativity, and

meaningful engagement throughout the year.

CELEBRATING OUR LIBRARY STAFF

On September 24th, we hosted our annual Library Staff Appreciation Luncheon with a delightful

“Teatime” theme. Our dedicated staff enjoyed a catered lunch, delicious desserts, and well-deserved

time away from the front desk to share stories, laughter, and good company. Thank you to our amazing

library team for all you do!

CHILDREN'S DISCOVERY GARDEN

We're thrilled to announce that the Atherton Town Council
approved our Children’s Discovery Garden on February
19, 2025! This exciting project, developed in collaboration
with the Town of Atherton and San Mateo County Library,

will  create a  6,500-square-foot outdoor  wonderland.

The garden will complement our beautiful existing redwood trees
and feature a whimsical willow hut, boulder mound, natural
branch tunnel, and an accessible treehouse—all desighed to

inspire exploration and imaginative play in a natural setting.




YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
Thanks to generous donations from our Friends patrons,
we provided a grant of $21,543 to the library for

FY 25-26. This funding will support:

e Early literacy and all-ages programs

e Giveaway books for school outreach

e Staff development opportunities

e New sound equipment to enhance public events

LOOKING AHEAD

We're already planning exciting adventures for the
coming year! The Friends hope to sponsor trips to
Filoli and museums like The Palace of the Legion of
Honor. Stay tuned for details!

Our 2026 Speaker Series is taking shape, and we
can’t wait to share the lineup with you. For the latest
updates and our full calendar of events, please visit
our website.

https://athertonlibraryfriends.org/
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Friends of Atherton Library
board members

Christine David - Chair
Katarzyna Budzianowska- CTO
Alex Keh - CFO
Lubna Khan- Event Chair
Eunice Cardenas - Membership Chair
Rick DeGolia - Vice Chair of the
SMCL Governing Board
Julie Gosler
Patty Leugers
Maya Maher
Joan Sanders
Walter Sleeth
Julie Quinlan

The Friends of Atherton Library Board
presents the officer slate to be voted
on at its annual meeting, January 15th,
2026, at 9:30 a.m in the library.
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LIBRARY HOURS Friends events, updates, donations, and volunteering
Monday - Thursday: 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM opportunities are posted on our website
Friday - Sunday: 10:00 AM - 500 PM www.athertonlibraryfriends.org
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Anuradha Basu Beth Mohr
Michael and Christine David Michael Phillips
Linda Ericson Eric and Lulu Roberts
Sanford and Susan Fitch Joan Sanders
Jared and Julie Gosler Herb and Eunice Schneider
The Hinman Family Carol Siri
John & Andrea Hennessy Brad and Joyce Smith
Stan & Cortney Hsu Aparna Sreeraman
Cathy and Jim Koshland Walter Sleeth
Suzanne Legallet Shanker Trivedi
Mike & Stephanie Lempres _ Mr. and Mrs. Bill Westfield
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Please make your donation today via
Check to the Friends of Atherton Library
Or PayPal

Thank you so much for your donation!




